
A L L  A B O U T
F e L V

What is FeLV?
FeLV (Feline Leukemia Virus) is an
immunosuppressive disease caused by a viral
infection. How this virus affects each individual
cat depends on how the cat's immune system
responds to it. Some cats are exposed and clear
the virus all together, while others suffer fatal
consequences. As a cat gets older, their
immune system is more capable of fighting off
the virus and preventing infection.  

How is FeLV transmitted? 
FeLV is transmitted through all bodily fluids
(blood, saliva, urine, feces, nose and eye
discharge). Because of this, the virus can be
easily transmitted between cats sharing food/
water bowls, mutually grooming, sharing litter
boxes, etc. 

Signs & Symptoms:

Signs that a cat has FeLV are vague and
non-specific. Some symptoms/
conditions that you might see include: 

Loss of appetite 
Weight loss 
Poor coat condition 
Persistent fever 
Inflammation of the gums and mouth 
Skin, urinary, and upper respiratory
tract infections 
Persistent diarrhea 
Seizures, behavior changes, and other
neurological disorders 
A variety of eye conditions 
Different types of cancer 

If you plan on adding a cat to an FeLV+
household, choosing another FeLV+ cat is one
option. If your new cat is FeLV negative, that
can work too! Assure the negative cat is
vaccinated against FeLV to protect them
against the virus. 
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Important Takeaways:

Although there is no known cure
for FeLV, there are many things
that can be done to improve the
quality of life, health, and lifespan
of cats with FeLV. 

A positive FeLV diagnosis doesn’t
have to be a death sentence. If
your cat is diagnosed with FeLV, do
your research, follow the
suggestions and you and your cat
can enjoy many loving, quality
years together.  

Key points to remember when caring
for a FeLV positive cat: 

Indoor only: 
Prevent contact with other cats by keeping your
FeLV positive cat strictly indoors to minimize the
risk of spreading the virus.  

Regular vet visits: 
Schedule twice yearly checkups with your vet to
monitor their health, including bloodwork and any
necessary vaccinations. Their weakened immune
systems can cause them to contract other diseases
or infections more easily. Careful monitoring and
quick medical intervention is critical.  

Stress management: 
Create a calm and comfortable environment for
your cat to minimize stress, putting less strain on
their immune system. 

Quality nutrition: 
Feeding your cat high quality food provides the
building blocks for a healthy immune system.  

Litterbox hygiene: 
Regularly clean litter boxes to minimize the risk of
spreading the virus.  

Important considerations: 
New pet introductions: If you plan to get another
cat, choosing another FeLV positive cat is one
option. If your new cat is FeLV negative, assure they
are vaccinated against FeLV to protect them against
the virus. 


